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ABSTRACT 

 

Y. Holovchuk. The phenomenon of responsible politics in the context of the 

development of territorial communities in the conditions of the Russian Federation’s 

aggression against Ukraine. Qualifying scientific work in the form of a manuscript. 

Dissertation for the Doctor of Philosophy degree in specialty 052 Political 

Science. Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University, Ivano-Frankivsk, 2025. 

The study is a comprehensive scientific work that analyzes transformational 

processes in local self-government and politics during modern challenges caused by 

war. The work reveals the conceptual foundations of responsible politics as a tool for 

ensuring effective governance, and also explores the specifics of its manifestation in 



conditions of armed aggression. The authors study the role of territorial communities 

in shaping the resilience of the state, analyze the impact of decentralization on 

management practices, and focus on the best cases of adaptation of communities to war 

conditions. Particular attention is paid to the importance of transparency, 

accountability, and citizen participation in making management decisions, which are 

the main elements of responsible politics. The development of territorial communities 

is considered in the study as a key factor in increasing the resilience of the state in times 

of crisis. In particular, it analyzes how decentralization, initiated in Ukraine in previous 

years, affected the ability of communities to respond to the challenges of war, including 

the destruction of infrastructure, population displacement, and economic difficulties. It 

was determined that the activation of civil society in cooperation with local authorities 

contributes to faster adaptation and resolution of urgent issues. The authors emphasize 

that effective interaction between self-government bodies and community residents is 

a necessary condition for maintaining social and economic order, even in emergency 

conditions. 

The study examined in detail the phenomenon of responsible politics, which is 

based on principles such as transparency, accountability and compliance with the 

interests of communities. In particular, attention is paid to the use of modern 

technologies for community management, in particular e-government, open budgets 

and a system of online citizen participation in decision-making. Examples of 

communities that have introduced these tools are analyzed, which made it possible to 

effectively respond to the crisis challenges of war. In addition, the study highlights the 

role of public organizations, the volunteer movement and international support in 

integrating responsible politics mechanisms into management practices at the local 

level. 

The study updates the concept of responsible politics and conducts its in-depth 

categorization, which allows integrating this phenomenon into the categorical 

apparatus of Ukrainian political science. Responsible politics is presented in the work 

as a multidimensional concept that encompasses transparency, accountability, focus on 

community needs, effective decision-making, and ensuring sustainable development 



even in crisis conditions. A conceptual framework is proposed that allows us to 

understand responsible politics not only as a set of individual principles, but as a 

comprehensive management approach that ensures a balance between government 

powers and citizen control. The work categorizes the key components of this 

phenomenon: the institutional dimension (local government structures, transparency 

and accountability tools), the regulatory and legal dimension (legislative assurance of 

government responsibility), the ethical dimension (principles of integrity and public 

trust), and the public dimension (involvement of the population in the decision-making 

process). This allows us to consider responsible politics as a multilevel system that 

interacts with modern challenges in wartime. Thanks to this categorization, the work 

offers not only a theoretical justification for this concept, but also practical tools for its 

implementation, contributing to the development of Ukrainian political science and the 

formation of basic principles of effective governance. 

A separate block of the work is devoted to the problems faced by communities, 

as well as the prospects for their solution. It is determined that, despite significant 

achievements, communities face a number of obstacles, including insufficient funding, 

staff shortages, and bureaucratic barriers. The authors argue that overcoming these 

difficulties is possible by strengthening institutional capacity, more active involvement 

of international assistance, and using the potential of civil society. In the context of 

war, attention is also paid to the problem of corruption, which hinders the effective use 

of resources, and the need to introduce anti-corruption mechanisms at all levels of 

government. 

In this study, an important area for further updating is the deepening of the 

analysis of long-term strategies for the development of territorial communities in 

conditions of constant threat from the aggressor. Particular attention can be paid to the 

development of post-war recovery scenarios that take into account the possibility of 

repetition of aggressive actions and the need to create an adaptive management system. 

This includes a detailed study of risk management mechanisms, planning for 

infrastructure and social reconstruction, as well as the integration of civil society into 

the strategic planning process. Specifying these issues will help create a comprehensive 



model of community resilience that takes into account not only current challenges, but 

also predicts future scenarios. Additional emphasis can be placed on international 

experience in the recovery of territories after conflicts in order to identify best practices 

that can be adapted to Ukrainian realities. It is also worth expanding the research in 

terms of specifying the role of youth initiatives and educational programs in the 

development of responsible politics at the local level. The work could consider in more 

depth the issues of forming a new generation of leaders through the education system, 

civic education and non-formal training programs. This is especially relevant, since 

young people play a key role in the formation of resilient communities that are able to 

implement innovative approaches to governance. In addition, it is advisable to include 

in the study an analysis of information campaigns and initiatives aimed at combating 

disinformation and building trust in local authorities in wartime. Supplementing these 

aspects will make the study more comprehensive and useful for practical application, 

providing a broader perspective for the further development of territorial communities 

in Ukraine. 

The practical significance of the study lies in the development of 

recommendations for improving the local government system in Ukraine. The 

collected data and conclusions can be used to create training programs for community 

representatives, prepare methodological materials for local authorities, as well as to 

improve the legislative framework in the field of decentralization and anti-crisis 

management. Thus, the results of the study not only contribute to the development of 

theoretical knowledge, but also offer specific tools for strengthening territorial 

communities and increasing the effectiveness of their management practices in the face 

of modern challenges. 

Key words: anti-corruption policy, responsible politics, martial law, civic 

participation, civil society, democracy, decentralization, armed aggression, European 

integration, local self-government, national values, political responsibility, political 

elite, political process, political actors, political institutions, political governance, 

representative democracy, sustainable development, territorial community. 
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