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Juceprailiss NpPUCBSYCHA KOMIUICKCHOMY aHaJi3y TEOMOJITUYHOT KOHIICTIITii
«MixMop's» AK CyOperioHadbHOr0 IHTErpalifHOrO MPOEKTY, IO OXOIUIIOE KpaiHu
Hentpanbao-Cxignoi €Bponu Ta banto-YopHoMopcekoro periony. JlocimimpkeHHs
IPYHTYETHCS Ha KOMIUICKCHOMY METOJIOJIOTIYHOMY IMiIXOJi, IO MOEJHYE iICTOPHYHUM,
CUCTCMHUH, KOMIIApaTHBHUN, CTPYKTYPHO-(DYHKI[IOHAJIBHUA Ta IMPOTHOCTHYHHM
METOAM, $Ki 3a0e3MeuyloTh HAyKOBY JOCTOBIPHICTH OTPUMAaHHUX pe3yinbTaTiB. lle
J03BOJIsSIE  BCEOIYHO BHUBYMTH KOHIEMII0 «MDKMOpP'Ss» B KOHTEKCTI IOJITHYHHX
IPOILIECIB PETiOHY, MPOCTEKUTH ii TpaHcopMaIlito Ta OIIHUTH MOTEHIliaN peaizallii B
yMOBax Cy4acHOI MDKHApPOJHOI HECTaOlIbHOCTI. 3aCTOCYBaHHS ICTOPUYHOTO METOIY
J03BOJIUJIO BU3HAYUTH MEPEIyMOBH BUHUKHEHHS KOHIEMIT « MIXXMOD's», TPOCTEHKUTH
il iIe¥iHy €BOIIONII0 Bl MDKBOEHHOTO IHTEpMapiymy uepes TpaHchopmalliro B mepion
«XOJIOJIHOI BIWHW» 10 CyYacHUX perioHajJbHUX IHIMiaTUB micias posmaxy CPCP.
BusBneHo ¢aktopu, 1Mo BIUTMBAIK Ha peaizallito IUX MOJeNIel, a TaK0X BUKIIWKH, SIKi
3aNUIIAIOTECA aKTyalbHUMH. CHCTEeMHHMM MIAXiN CHOPUSB PO3TIALy «MiKMOp's» sK
CTPYKTYpPOBAHOTO MOJITHYHOTO (PEHOMEHY, 110 OXOILIIOE B3a€MOIIOB’sI3aHI €JICMEHTH —
TeOTNOITHYHNN, 0€3MEKOBUI Ta eKOHOMIYHUHN BUMIpH. Lle mamo 3mMory mpoaHamizyBaTH
B3a€EMO3AICKHICTh MDK BHYTPINIHIMA Ta 30BHIIHIMU (AKTOpaMH pPETiOHATbHOT
iHTeTpalii, BIUIMB MDKHAPOJHUX aKTOPIB 1 TI00aTbHUX TMPOIECIB HA PO3BUTOK
cyOperioHanpHUX IHIMIaTUB. ['€OMONITHYHWI aHadi3 JO3BOJIMB BH3HAYWUTH MICIIE
«Mixmop's» B CHCTEeMI MDKHApOJHHUX BiJHOCHH, OIIIHUTH HOrO POJb y TI00aJBHOMY
pO3MOALIl CWJI Ta BUABUTA YUHHUKH, IO CHPUSIOTH a00 NEPEelIKOMXKAarTh HOTo
peamizanii. OkpeMy yBary MNpUAUICHO aHaTI3y IMO3UIIM KIYOBUX MIXKHAPOIHUX

akropiB (CIIA, €C, Pocii, Kwuraro) mono miei KoHUemiii, MO Jalo 3MOry



1IEHTU(IKYBATH CTpPATETiuHl PU3MKU Ta MOKJIMBOCTI PETiOHANBbHOI B3aemoaii. Meron
KOMIIapaTUBHOTO AaHAJI3y BUKOPUCTAHO [UJIsl TMOPIBHAHHSA TPbOX KOHIENIIA —
[arepmapiymy, IHimiatuBu T1phox MoOpiB Ta banrto-HopHomopcebkoro coro3y. lLle
JO03BOJIMJIO BU3HAYUTHU IXHI CHOUIBHI PUCH Ta BIIMIHHOCTI, OLIHUTU pPIiBEHb
IHCTUTYLIMHOI peanizalii, MOJITHYHI Ta OE3MEeKOBl aCMeKTH, a TaKOX MDKHApOAHY
mATPUMKY X QopMmatiB. CTpyKTypHO-(YHKUIOHAIBHUN METOJ 3aCTOCOBAHO JJIS
aHaii3y OopraHizallliHMX MEXaHI3MIB CHIBIpalll B MeXaX perioHajibHUX iHimiatus. Lle
Jan0 3MOTy BHU3HAUUTH €(EKTHUBHI 1HCTUTYLIHHI MOJEN, L0 CHPHUSIOTH peaizalii
KoHUEenuii «MibKMop's», a TaKOXK BUSBUTH CTPYKTYpHI Oap’e€pu, siKi YCKIQJHIOIOThH il
BIPOBA/DKCHHA. METOIM TOJITHYHOTO MOJICTIOBAaHHS Ta CIICHApHOTO aHaji3y
JI03BOJIMJTM OI[IHUTH MOXJIMBI BaplaHTH PO3BUTKY KOHIEMIT «MDbKMOpP's» y CydacHHX
TCOMNOJIITHYHUX YMOBaX. PoO3risiy albTepHATUBHUX CIEHApiiB TOTIOMIl BHU3HAYHTH
HAIpsIMU €BOJIIONIT PEriOHAJIbHUX 1HIIIATUB, iXHIM BIUIMB HA CUCTEMY MDKHApOIHUX
BIJTHOCHH Ta PoJib YKpaiHu B muX mporecax. [loeqHaHHS KITBKICHUX 1 AKICHUX METO/IIB
aHamizy  CHPHUSJIO  KOMIUIEKCHOMY  BHBYEHHIO  KOHIeMIii  «MDKMOp's»  sIK
0araTOBUMIPHOTO MOJITHYHOTO SBUIIA, 1[0 MA€ CTpATErYHUI MOTeHIIIal Y (opMyBaHHI1
cyOperioHanbpHO1 iHTerpallii. OTpuMaHi pe3yabTaTi HE JHIIE MIATBEPAUIH il MOJITUYHY
3HAYYIIICTh, & ¥ JO3BONIMIIM C(OpMYITIOBATH HAyKOBO OOIPYHTOBaHI pPEeKOMEHIAIIii
I10J10 TIEPCIIEKTUB y4acTH YKpaiHu y BIAMOBIIHUX IHIIIaTHBAX.

JlocmPKeHHSI TPYHTYEThCS Ha 0araTOBUMIpHOMY aHalli31 KoHIenIii « Mixkmop'sy,
y MeXax SKOr0 BHOKPEMJICHO TPHU OCHOBHI HampsMH ii pPO3BUTKY: I[HTEpmapiym,
[rimiaTuBa TproX MoOpiB Ta banto-YopHOMOpChKHii coto3. JloBeneHo, 1o, MOmpu CXOxKi
reorpadivuHi mapaMeTpH, Il KOHIENI[ii MalOTh Pi3HE ICTOPUYHE MiATPYHTS, CTPATETI4HI
11711, piBEHb MOJITUYHOT pearizallii Ta MibKHapOIHY MiATPUMKY.

[HTepMapiyMm € HaiIaBHINIOW 3 KOHIIEMI[iH, KOPIHHS SKOi CATa€ MIKBOEHHOTO
nepioxy. ['eomomitiuna ctparteris FO3eda Ilincyacekoro mepembayana CTBOPEHHS
coro3y aepkaB MK banrtiiicbkuMm, YopHUM 1 AApiaTHYHUM MOPSIMU JJISI CTPUMYBAHHS
3arpo3 13 6oky Himewunnu ta CPCP. Iges ctBopenns LlentpanbHo-CximHOTo 010Ky
nepkaB Oyjla HEOJHOPA30BO aKTyasizoBaHa y XX CTONITTI, 30KkpeMa mia yac [pyroi

CBITOBOi BIMHM, KOJM ypsiau y BurHanHi [lombmii, YexocnoBayunHu Ta kpain banrii



nparHynu copMyBaTH CHUIBHMM COI0O3 Ui mpoTufli arpecopam. Y 1990-x pokax
OKpeM1 acCleKTH KOHUEMNUIl NposABIsIMCA y cnpobax po30yA0BU perioHaJbHUX
0€3MeKOBUX MEXaHI3MIB, 30KpeMa Yy cTBOpeHH1 Bumerpancbkoi rpynu. Ilicns
posmpenHs €C 1 HATO y 2004 poui iaes InTepmapiymy BTpaTWia aKkTyallbHICTb,
npote i KOHLENTYalbHI MOJO0KEHHA 3HOBY HaOymnu Baru micis 2014 poky BHACHiIOK
pociiicbkoi arpecii mnpotu YkpaiHu. Y cydacHOMY KOHTEKCTI [HTepmapiym
pO3MIISIAAETBCS  SIK  TMOTCHIIMHUNA ~ O€3MEeKOBUM  allbIHC, 3JIaTHUM  3MIIHUTHU
00OpOHO3JATHICTh PErioHy B yMOBax CydacHUX TriOpuaHux 3arpo3. BoaHouac
BiJI3HaueHO, 110 peanii XXI cTOMITTs 3HAYHO 3BY>KYIOTh MOKJIMBOCTI MOr0 MPAKTUYHOT
peanizailii yepe3 MmojiTUYHi, EKOHOMIYHI Ta BIMCHKOBI pO301XKHOCTI MK MOTEHIIIHHUMHU
y4aCHUKaMHU.

[rimiatuBa Tprox MopiB (Three Seas Initiative) € HalOUIBII PO3BHHEHOK Ta
THCTUTYIIHHO odopmieHo0 (popMoro perioHanbHOI criBmpairi. CtBopeHna y 2016 porii,
BOHA Ma€ 4YITKI MPIOPUTETH, CEpell SAKUX PO3BUTOK TPAHCIOPTHOI, €HEPreTHYHOI Ta
mudpoBoi 1HPpacTpykTypu. AHaI3 TOKazaB, IO I IHIIaTHBA Ma€ HE JIMIIE
€KOHOMIUYHHMM, a ¥ CTpaTeriyHUd BHUMIP, OCKUIBKU CIIPHS€E€ 3MEHIICHHIO 3aJIeKHOCTI
HenTpanbao-CxigHoi €Bponu BiJl POCICBKUX €HEPTeTUYHUX PECYPCIB Ta CTUMYIIOE
BHYTPIIITHROPETIOHANIBHI 3B S3KH. BaxnMuBy poiab y MIATPUMIN Ii€l 1HIIIaTUBH
Bigirparoth CIIIA Ta €Bpomneticbkuii Coro3, 1Mo Hajmae i 10JATKOBOI MeOMOITHIHOT
Baru. CIIIA posrnsigators [HIIIaATUBY TPHOX MOPIB SIK IHCTPYMEHT IMOCUJIEHHS CXITHOTO
¢nanry HATO Ta 3minHeHHST eHepreTH4yHoi Oe3neku €Bpomu, 30KpeMa IMUITXOM
PO3BUTKY aJbTEPHATHBHUX MapIIPYyTiB MOCTa4YaHHS €HEPropecypciB, SKI 3MEHIITYIOTh
3anexHicTh Bim Pocii. €Bpomneticekuit Coro3, momnpu 3arajibHy MTIATPUMKY MPOEKTY,
J€MOHCTPYE HEOJHO3HA4YHE CTaBJICHHs: HMU3Ka JepxaB 3axinHoi €Bpomu, 30Kpema
Himeuunna ta ®panris, moOOIOIOTHCS, MO IS 1HIIIaTHBA MOXKE MOCIa0uTH €aHICTh €C
Ta CTBOPUTH aJbTEPHATUBHUN WEHTP CcWId B Mexax Onoky. Pocis x copuiimae
[HimiaTUBY TpHOX MOpPIB SK TOTEHIIHHY 3arpo3y CBOIM CTpaTeTiYHUM IHTEpecam Yy
pEerioHi Ta HaMmaraeTrbCcsi AUCKPEIUTYBATH 1i uyepe3 IUILIOMATU4YHI W 1H(opMalliiiHi
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banto-HYopHOMOpCHKUM COI0O3  PO3MIISIAAETHCS  SIK  HallaMOITHINIA KOHLIETIIs
pErioHaJIbHOTO CIIBPOOITHUIITBA, 110 BKJIIOYAE€ HE JUIIE €KOHOMIYHI acleKkTH, a M
MUTAaHHS KOJEKTUBHOI Oe3meku. Y  aucepranii oOrpyHToBaHo, 1o bainro-
YopHOMOPCHKHIA COI03 MIT OM CTaTH albTEPHATHBHOIO PETIOHATBFHOIO CTPYKTYPOIO, SKa
copusiia 6 3MIIHEHHIO 00O0pOHO3JaTHOCTI cxXifHoro ¢uanry €sponu. BogHouac, Ha
BIIMIHY BiJ IHIIaTUBU TpbOX MOPIB, LEH COI03 BKIIOYAE MOTEHIIIMHE 3alydeHHs
Vkpainn Ta IHIIMX M03a0JIOKOBUX JE€pKaB, IO BIIKPUBAE HOBI MOXKIMBOCTI JUIS
(opMyBaHHS HE3aJEKHOI O€3MEeKOBOi apXiTeKTypu B perioHi. OcoOnMBy pojiib Yy
po3BUTKY banto-HopHOMOpPCHKOrO €003y BIAIrpae CTpaTeriyHe MapTHEPCTBO MIXK
Vkpainoto Ta JlurBorw. JluTBa TpaauMUIHHO MIATPUMYE IHTErpaliifHi MparHeHHs
VYkpainu B MeXax 1bOr0 PErioHaJbHOTO (popmaTy, CIPUSIOUN MOMITHYHIN, BIHCHKOBIN
Ta EKOHOMIYHIA KoopauHaiii. OOuaBI KpaiHM MarTh CIUIbHI IHTEpecH y cdepi
0e3mneKu, 0coOIMBO B KOHTEKCTI CTPUMYBAaHHS POCIHCHKOT 3arp03H, a TAKOXK Y PO3BUTKY
1HGPACTPYKTYPHUX TMPOEKTIB, CIIPSIMOBAHUX Ha 3MIITHEHHS] €KOHOMIYHHMX 3B’SI3KIB MIXK
banriiicekum 1 HopHUM MOPSIMH.

Oxkpemy yBary nmpujaiieHo posti YKpaiHu B peaiizailii 3a3HaueHuX KOHIENHIid. Y
JUcepTallii MpoaHali3oBaHO, M0 YKpaiHa Mae cTpaTeriuHuUid 1HTEpeC A0 y4acTH B
KOXHIA 13 IIMX IHIIIATUB, OJHAK pIBeHb ii IHTErpallii 3ajJeXuTh Bl IMOJITUYHHUX,
€KOHOMIUYHHMX Ta Oe3NneKoBUX oOcTaBuH. 3 OJHOrO OOKy, YKpaiHa Mae iCTOpUYHI,
I'COMOJIITUYHI Ta €eKOHOMIYHI IMiJICTaBU JJIsI aKTUBHOI y4aCTH B MPOEKTaX PErioHaIbHOI
cuiBmparii. [Ipote icHye psa (akTopiB, MO MOXYTh MEPEHIKOHKATH €(HEKTHBHOMY
BKIIFOUCHHIO YKpaiHM 10 perioHansHuX [HimiatuB «Mixwmop's». [lo-mepmre,
HecTaOllbHA  TIONITMYHA  CHUTYyallid  BCEepeAuHI  KpaiHM Ta  4YacTi  3MiHH
30BHIIIHBOMOITUYHOTO  KypCY  YCKIAJHIOIOTH  (OPMYBAaHHS  JIOBIOCTPOKOBUX
cTpareriyaux mapTtHepctB. [lo-mpyre, mmpokomacmTabHa 30poitHa arpecis P®
OOMEXye MOXIJIHMBOCTI YKpailHH s y4acTd B 0aratroCTOpOHHIX O€3MeKOBUX
HIIIATHBAaX, OCKUIBKH JESKi JIepKaBU-YYACHUIIl YHHKAIOTh TOTJIMOJEHHS CITiBIpAIll
yepe3 noOoroBaHHS BTATyBaHHs. [lo-TpeTe, eKOHOMIYHA HECTAOLIBHICTh Ta MOTpeda y
30BHIIIHBOMY (DIHAHCYBAaHHI OOMEXYIOTh MOXJIMBOCTI YKpaiHuW [JJs peanizaiii

MaciTaOHUX 1HGPACTPYKTYPHUX MPOEKTIB y Mekax [HIIaTUBU TPpbOX MOPIB. 3 1HILIOTO



OOKYy, ICHY€ HU3Ka BUKIIMKIB, 110 raJbMYIOTh ii 3aIy4€HHS, CEpel SIKUX HE3aBEpUICHICTh
BHYTpIIIHIX pepopM, E€KOHOMIYHA HECTAOUIbHICTh Ta POCIHCHKO-yKpaiHChbKa BiiHA.
BaxnuBuM YMHHUKOM, IO MOXE CHPUSATH €(PEKTUBHOMY 3alyuyeHHIO YKpaiHu 0
banto-UopHoMmopcbkoro coro3y, € 1ii TicHa cmiBmpansd 3 JIUTBoro, sika BUCTyHAE
akTuBHUM J100icToM 1HTepeciB Ykpainu B €C 1 HATO. IlornubneHHs ykpaiHChKO-
JUTOBCBHKOI B3a€MOJIi B paMKax LbOro (opmMaTy MOXKE 3MIHUTH HOro IHCTUTYLIHHY
CIIPOMOXKHICTh Ta CHPHUATH PO3IMUPEHHIO OE3MEKOBOIO0 KOMIIOHCHTY PEriOHAIBHOTO
CHiBpOOITHUIITBA.

HaykoBa HOBM3HA AUCEpTAIlil MOISITaeE y KOMIUIGKCHOMY aHai3i «Mixmop's» sk
MOJIITUYHOT, €KOHOMIYHOi Ta OE3MEeKOBOi KOHIICMIIii, 10 €BOJIOI[IOHYE B yMOBax
Cy4acHO1 MIKHApOJHOI HECTaOUILHOCTI. 3alpolOHOBAHO HOBY AaHAIITHYHY MOJEIb
JIOCJIIJDKEHHSI CYOpeTiOHaIbHUX 1HIIIATUB, SKa J03BOJISE OIIHUTHU iXHIA MOTEHIaN 3
MO3UILii CTPATETriYHOTO TUTAHYBaHHS.

[IpakTnyHe 3HAYEHHS AUCEPTallll BU3HAYAETHCA MOKIMBICTIO BUKOPUCTAHHSA ii
BHUCHOBKIB y (hOpMyBaHH1 30BHINIHBOIOIITHYHOI cTpaTerii Ykpainu, 1o mnepeadadae
aKTUBHE 3aJyuyeHHS [I0 pEriOHAIBHUX IHTErpaliiHuX iHimiaTuB. Pe3ynpratu
JTOCHIHPKEHHSI MOXXYTh OyTH BHUKOPHUCTAaHI B HAyKOBUX JOCHIHKCHHSX, aHAIITUYHUX
PO3poOKax 1 OCBITHBOMY ITPOIIECI B rajy3i MOJIITOJIOrT Ta MIXKHApOAHUX BiTHOCHH.

JlucepTallis y3arajJbHIO€ KIIOYOBI aCIEKTH PETIOHAIBLHOTO CHiBPOOITHHUIITBA B
IentpansHo-CXimHii €Bpomi, MHPONOHYE HOBI MIAXOAXW JO OIIHKH CTPAaTETiYHOTO
MOTEHITIATy IHTETPAI[ifHUX IHIIIATUB Ta OKPECIIOE POJib YKpaiHu B iIXHBOMY PO3BUTKY.
AHaniz miaTBepKye, 1Mo «MDKMOpP'S» MOXKE CTaTH BaXKJIUBUM  CIEMEHTOM
dbopMyBaHHS HOBOI PETiOHAIBHOI apXITEKTypH OE3MEeKH Ta CIIBIIpalli, IO BiJIIMOBiIaE
CTpaTeriyHUM iHTepecaM YKpaiHu Ta IHIIUX JaepxkaB perioHy. Kpim Toro, y aucepraiii
3aMpPOTIOHOBAHO HOBY AaHANITHYHY MOJENb OIlIHKM PETIOHATBHUX IHTETpaIliiHux
MIPOEKTIB, IO IPYHTYETHCA Ha TPHOX KIIOYOBUX TapamMeTpax: MOJITHYHIA BOJI
YYaCHHKIB, €KOHOMIYHOMY TIOTEHITIaNli Ta PiBHI OE3MEKOBUX BUKIHKIB. BUKOpuCTaHHS
1i€1 MOJIeNl JTI03BOJISIE HE JIUIIE OIIHUTH €(EKTUBHICTh YK€ ICHYIOUMX IHIIIATUB, a U
MPOTHO3YBaTU 1XHI MaWOyTHI mnepcrnekTuBu. OTpUMaHI pe3yiabTaTU MOXKYTh OyTH

3aCTOCOBaH1 JJisl pO3pOOKH 30BHINIHBOIMOIITUYHOI CTpaTerii YKpaiHu 100 y4acTH B



«Mixmop'i», 1o nependayae afanTUBHUN MIAX1A 10 KOXKHOT 3 pEeTriOHAIBHUX IHIIIATUB
3aJIEKHO B1Jl IXHBOI CTPATEr1YHOI 3HAUYIIOCT] Ta PEaiICTUYHOCT] peasi3allii.

Knrwuosi cnosa: xonuenuis «Muibkmop’s», LlenTpansHo-Cxigna €Bpona,
Bumerpanceka uwerBipka, banto-HopHomopcekuii coro3, byxapecTcbka AeB’sTKa,
Cxingne mnaptHepctBo, Pecnybmika Ilonema, HATO, Oe3nexkoBe CHiBpOOITHHUIITBO,
HallioHallbHa Oe3neka, 06opoHHa iHTerparis, Pociiickko-YkpaiHchbka BiiiHa, 30BHIIIHS

MOJIITHKA, MDKHAPOIH1 BIITHOCUHU, EBPOIHTErpaIlisl.

ABSTRACT

Sekh D.A. The Geopolitical Concept of «Intermarium»: Subregional Dimension
and Strategic Perspectives. — A Qualification Research Paper in the Form of a
Manuscript.

Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the field of knowledge 05 —
Social and Behavioral Sciences, specialty 052 — Political Science. — Vasyl Stefanyk
Precarpathian National University, Ivano-Frankivsk, 2025.

The dissertation is devoted to a comprehensive analysis of the geopolitical
concept of «Intermarium» as a subregional integration project encompassing the
countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the Baltic-Black Sea region. The study
systematically examines the historical prerequisites for the formation of the concept, its
evolution, contemporary interpretations, and strategic development prospects. To
achieve the research objectives, a comprehensive interdisciplinary approach was
applied, incorporating methods of comparative analysis, content analysis, systems
approach, and geopolitical modeling. Comparative analysis allows for assessing the
differences between various implementations of the «Intermarium» concept, particularly
Intermarium, the Three Seas Initiative, and the Baltic-Black Sea Union. Content
analysis of documents and political statements helps trace the evolution of views on this
concept over different periods. The use of a systems approach enables the examination
of «Intermarium» not only as a geopolitical project but also as a dynamic model of
regional cooperation with economic and security dimensions. Geopolitical modeling

was applied to forecast possible development scenarios of the concept in the context of



contemporary international instability. It is substantiated that "Intermarium” is a key
factor in shaping the regional security architecture and economic interaction in an era of
growing geopolitical turbulence.

The research is based on a multidimensional analysis of the «lIntermarium»
concept, within which three main directions of its development are identified:
Intermarium, the Three Seas Initiative, and the Baltic-Black Sea Union. It is proven that
despite similar geographical parameters, these concepts have different historical
backgrounds, strategic goals, levels of political implementation, and international
support.

Intermarium is the oldest of the concepts, whose roots date back to the interwar
period. Jozef Pitsudski’s geopolitical strategy envisioned the creation of an alliance of
states between the Baltic, Black, and Adriatic Seas to counter threats from Germany and
the USSR. The idea of forming a Central and Eastern European bloc was repeatedly
revived in the 20th century, particularly during World War Il, when the governments-in-
exile of Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the Baltic States sought to establish a common
alliance to resist aggressors. In the 1990s, certain aspects of the concept emerged in
attempts to develop regional security mechanisms, notably in the establishment of the
Visegrad Group. Following the expansion of the EU and NATO in 2004, the idea of
Intermarium lost relevance, but its conceptual foundations regained importance after
2014 due to Russian aggression against Ukraine. In the modern context, Intermarium is
considered a potential security alliance capable of strengthening regional defense in the
face of contemporary hybrid threats. However, it is noted that 21st-century realities
significantly limit its practical implementation due to political, economic, and military
differences among potential participants.

The Three Seas Initiative is the most developed and institutionally structured
form of regional cooperation. Established in 2016, it has clear priorities, including the
development of transport, energy, and digital infrastructure. Analysis indicates that this
initiative has not only an economic but also a strategic dimension, as it helps reduce
Central and Eastern Europe’s dependence on Russian energy resources and fosters intra-

regional connections. The United States and the European Union play crucial roles in
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supporting this initiative, adding to its geopolitical significance. The U.S. views the
Three Seas Initiative as a tool to strengthen NATO’s eastern flank and enhance
Europe’s energy security, particularly by developing alternative energy supply routes
that reduce dependence on Russia. The European Union, despite general support for the
project, demonstrates an ambiguous stance: several Western European countries,
notably Germany and France, fear that this initiative could weaken EU unity and create
an alternative center of power within the bloc. Meanwhile, Russia perceives the Three
Seas Initiative as a potential threat to its strategic interests in the region and attempts to
undermine it through diplomatic and informational measures.

The Baltic-Black Sea Union is regarded as the most ambitious concept of regional
cooperation, encompassing not only economic aspects but also collective security
issues. The dissertation substantiates that the Baltic-Black Sea Union could serve as an
alternative regional structure that would strengthen the defense capacity of Europe’s
eastern flank. Unlike the Three Seas Initiative, this union includes the potential
involvement of Ukraine and other non-aligned states, opening new opportunities for the
formation of an independent security architecture in the region. The strategic
partnership between Ukraine and Lithuania plays a crucial role in the development of
the Baltic-Black Sea Union. Lithuania has traditionally supported Ukraine’s integration
aspirations within this regional framework, promoting political, military, and economic
coordination. Both countries share common security interests, particularly in deterring
Russian threats, and in developing infrastructure projects aimed at strengthening
economic ties between the Baltic and Black Seas.

Special attention is given to Ukraine’s role in implementing these concepts. The
dissertation analyzes Ukraine’s strategic interest in participating in each of these
initiatives, although its level of integration depends on political, economic, and security
circumstances. On the one hand, Ukraine has historical, geopolitical, and economic
grounds for active participation in regional cooperation projects. However, several
factors may hinder Ukraine’s effective inclusion in regional initiatives within
«Intermariumy». First, internal political instability and frequent shifts in foreign policy

make it difficult to establish long-term strategic partnerships. Second, the ongoing
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large-scale armed aggression by Russia limits Ukraine’s ability to participate in
multilateral security initiatives, as some participating states are reluctant to deepen
cooperation due to concerns about entanglement. Third, economic instability and the
need for external financing restrict Ukraine’s capacity to implement large-scale
infrastructure projects within the Three Seas Initiative. On the other hand, several
challenges hinder its involvement, including unfinished internal reforms, economic
instability, and the Russia-Ukraine war. A significant factor that could facilitate
Ukraine’s effective integration into the Baltic-Black Sea Union is its close cooperation
with Lithuania, which actively lobbies for Ukraine’s interests within the EU and NATO.
Deepening Ukrainian-Lithuanian cooperation within this format could strengthen its
institutional capacity and contribute to the expansion of the security component of
regional cooperation.

The scientific novelty of the dissertation lies in a comprehensive analysis of
«Intermarium» as a political, economic, and security concept evolving under conditions
of contemporary international instability. A new analytical model for studying
subregional initiatives is proposed, enabling an assessment of their potential from a
strategic planning perspective.

The practical significance of the dissertation is determined by the possibility of
applying its findings in shaping Ukraine’s foreign policy strategy, which involves active
engagement in regional integration initiatives. The research results can be used in
academic studies, analytical developments, and the educational process in political
science and international relations.

The dissertation summarizes key aspects of regional cooperation in Central and
Eastern Europe, proposes new approaches to assessing the strategic potential of
integration initiatives, and outlines Ukraine’s role in their development. The analysis
confirms that «Intermarium» can become an important element in forming a new
regional security and cooperation architecture that aligns with the strategic interests of
Ukraine and other regional states. Furthermore, the dissertation introduces a new
analytical model for evaluating regional integration projects based on three key

parameters: political will of participants, economic potential, and level of security
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challenges. The application of this model allows for assessing the effectiveness of
existing initiatives and forecasting their future prospects.

Keywords: the concept of «Intermarium», Central and Eastern Europe, the
Visegrad Group, the Baltic-Black Sea Union, the Bucharest Nine, the Eastern
Partnership, the Republic of Poland, NATO, security cooperation, national security,
defense integration, the Russo-Ukrainian War, foreign policy, international relations,

European integration.
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